
Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led  
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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C O U R A G E

1 .  S T A F F  S E R G E A N T  P E T R Y  D E S C R I B E S  C O U R A G E  A S  M A K I N G  T H E  C H O I C E  T O  T A K E  A C T I O N
F O R  T H E  R I G H T  R E A S O N S  —  A N D  H E  D I D  J U S T  T H A T  W H E N  H E  T H R E W  A N  E N E M Y  G R E N A D E

A W A Y  F R O M  H I S  R E G I M E N T  J U S T  A S  I T  E X P L O D E D ,  L O S I N G  H I S  H A N D  I N  T H E  P R O C E S S .
Have you ever had just a split second to make a decision that could have serious or long-term consequences?

Did you think or just act? What values led you to make that choice?

2 . T H I N K  O F  A  T I M E  W H E N  Y O U  S A W  S O M E O N E  B E  C O U R A G E O U S  I N  H E L P I N G
S O M E O N E  E L S E  E V E N  T H O U G H  T H E I R  H E A L T H ,  R E P U T A T I O N ,  O R  C O M F O R T  W A S  A T  R I S K .

Did other people around them hold back from helping? 
If yes, do you think their inaction was due to them choosing their comfort over courage? Why or why not?

3 .  M I K E  B E L I E V E S  T H A T  I F  Y O U  C A N ’ T  H A V E  C O U R A G E  I N  T H E  S M A L L  M O M E N T S ,
 
—  W I T H  Y O U R S E L F, 

F R I E N D S ,  O R  F A M I L Y
 
—  Y O U  W O N ' T  L E A R N  H O W  T O  H A V E  C O U R A G E  I N  T H E  B I G  M O M E N T S .

Having tough conversations with these people is one way to show courage.
How else can you practice courage “in the small moments” of everyday life?

4 .
 

T H I N K  A B O U T  A  T O U G H  C O N V E R S A T I O N  Y O U  S H O U L D  P R O B A B L Y  H A V E 
W I T H  S O M E O N E ,  B U T  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E N ’ T  F O U N D  T H E  C O U R A G E  T O  I N I T I A T E  Y E T.

What’s one negative result that could come out of that conversation? What’s one positive result?

5 .   M I K E  S A Y S ,  “ I  T R U L Y  B E L I E V E  T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  C H A N G E  T H E  W O R L D ,  T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  M A K E  A 
D I F F E R E N C E ,  .  .  .  T H E Y  R E C O G N I Z E  T H A T  N O  O N E  G E T S  R E M E M B E R E D  F O R  B E I N G  C O M F O R T A B L E . ”   

Think of one influential person who has changed the world for the better.
Are they known for one courageous act or numerous courageous acts? How did they set an example for other people to follow?


