
Critical thinking questions

D A N N Y  E V A N S

by

Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led 
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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1 .  D A N N Y  B E L I E V E S  T H A T  P E O P L E  O F T E N  P R E S S U R E  O T H E R S  I N T O  M A K I N G  C E R T A I N  C H O I C E S  B E C A U S E 

T H E Y  K N O W  I T ’ S  W R O N G  A N D  T H E Y  D O N ’ T  W A N T  T O  M A K E  T H E  D E C I S I O N  A L O N E .  

Think of a situation where you felt pressured to do something you didn’t want to do. 

Do you think Danny’s statement was true in that circumstance? Why or why not?

2 .  N O W  T H I N K  O F  A  T I M E  W H E N  A  P E E R  G R O U P  P R E S S U R E D  Y O U  I N T O  A  C H O I C E 

T H A T  Y O U  L A T E R  R E G R E T T E D ,  L I K E  M A K I N G  F U N  O F  S O M E O N E  O R  S K I P P I N G  C L A S S .  

Did making this choice help you feel more accepted by that peer group? Why or why not? 

What would you do if you were pressured to make that same decision today?

3 .  W E  O F T E N  G I V E  I N  T O  P E E R  P R E S S U R E  B E C A U S E  O U R  F R I E N D S H I P S  A R E  S O  I M P O R T A N T  T O  U S ,  B U T  T H E R E 

A R E  A L S O  O T H E R  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  T H A T  C A N  B E  H A R M E D  W H E N  W E ’ R E  P R E S S U R E D  I N T O  M A K I N G  B A D  C H O I C E S .     

What relationships can be affected if you and your friends choose to make fun of someone?

4 .   W H E N  I T  C O M E S  T O  P E E R  P R E S S U R E ,  D A N N Y ’ S  M O T T O  H A S  A L W A Y S  B E E N , 

“  .  .  .  I ’ M  G O I N G  T O  R E S P E C T  Y O U R  D E C I S I O N S  I F  Y O U  R E S P E C T  M I N E . ” 

Write a short motto that you can easily remember and use in these situations to help you make a decision that’s right for you.

5 .  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  E P I S O D E ,  D A N N Y  S A Y S  T H A T,  “  .  .  .  [ M ] A K I N G 

A  D E C I S I O N  Y O U  W A N T  T O  M A K E  W I L L  A L W A Y S  R E S U L T  I N  R E S P E C T. ”  

Generally speaking, do you think Danny’s statement is true? Or do you think it’s different depending on what kind of friends you have?
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