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Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led  
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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1 .  M I K E  S A Y S  P E O P L E  T Y P I C A L L Y  R E S P O N D  T O  F A I L U R E  I N  O N E  O F  T H R E E  W A Y S :

 T H E Y  E I T H E R  L E T  I T  S T O P  T H E M ,  D E F I N E  T H E M ,  O R  D R I V E  T H E M .  

 Think about someone in your life who recently experienced failure. 

Did they let it stop them, define them, or drive them to succeed? 

How did their response to their failure influence their future?

2 .  M I K E ’ S  G U E S T,  A A R O N ,  D I S C U S S E D  F A I L U R E  I N  T E R M S  O F  W E I G H T L I F T I N G  B Y  S A Y I N G  T H A T  T H E 

P O I N T  W H E R E  Y O U  C A N  N O  L O N G E R  L I F T  A  W E I G H T  I S  T H E  P O I N T  W H E R E  T H E  M O S T  G R O W T H  H A P P E N S . 
Think about a past failure in your life. What did you learn after going through that failure?

3 .  I N  T H E  W O R L D  O F  S K A T E B O A R D I N G ,  F A I L U R E  I S  U N I V E R S A L L Y  A C C E P T E D
 B Y  A L L  A S  A  N E C E S S A R Y  P A R T  O F  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F  L E A R N I N G  A  N E W  T R I C K . 

How can we make certain types of failure an accepted part of the process for our accomplishments at school, at work, or at home?

4 .  M O S T  P E O P L E  T E N D  T O  S H A R E  T H E I R  S U C C E S S E S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A  I N S T E A D  O F  T H E I R  F A I L U R E S . 

 Do you think there would be a benefit to people sharing their stories of failure on social media? 

Why might these sorts of stories be more meaningful to their followers?

5 .  T H I N K  O F  S O M E T H I N G  Y O U ’ V E  B E E N  C O N S I D E R I N G  T R Y I N G ,  B U T  A R E  A F R A I D  O F  F A I L I N G  A T. 
What’s the worst possible outcome that could happen if you tried and failed?

 What’s the best possible outcome that could happen if you tried and succeeded? 

What do you think is the most likely outcome?
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