
Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led 
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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P I V O T

1 .
 M I K E  S T A T E S  T H A T  H E  C A N  P I V O T  Q U I C K L Y  A N D  S U C C E S S F U L L Y  B E C A U S E  H E  U N D E R S T A N D S

W H E R E  H E ’ S  G O I N G  A N D  W H A T  H E  C A R E S  A B O U T,  B U T  A B O V E  A L L  E L S E ,  H E  K N O W S  H I S  “ W H Y ” . 
If you had to guess, what do you think Mike’s “why” is? Do you think it’s more intricate or simple? Explain your reasoning.

2 . O N E  T I P  M I K E  G I V E S  T O  H E L P  Y O U  F I N D  Y O U R  “ W H Y ”  I S  T O  F I N D  O U T  W H A T  G I V E S  Y O U  E N E R G Y.
What’s something that gives you energy? Conversely, what’s something that drains your energy? 

How might knowing these answers help you determine your “why”, and moreover, know how and when to pivot?

3 .  T H I N K  B A C K  T O  A  T I M E  I N  Y O U R  L I F E  W H E N  T H I N G S  D I D N ’ T
G O  A S  P L A N N E D  A N D  Y O U  H A D  T O  P I V O T  O R  C H A N G E  D I R E C T I O N S .

Briefly summarize the situation. What factors did you consider as you changed directions? 
Did you consider your“why” while you made your decisions?

 What was the most valuable lesson you learned as a result of this experience?

4 .
C I T I N G  T H AT  T H E  AV E R A G E  A M E R I C A N  C H A N G E S  J O B S  A L M O S T  S E V E N  T I M E S

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E I R  L I F E ,  M I K E  S AY S  T H AT  I T ’ S  M O R E  I M P O R TA N T  T O  U N D E R S TA N D
Y O U R  “ W H Y ” T H A N  I T  I S  T O  K N O W  W H AT  Y O U ’ R E  G O I N G  T O  B E  W H E N  Y O U  G R O W  U P.

Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

5 .
W H E N  L I F E  D O E S N ’ T  G O  A S  P L A N N E D ,  Y O U  M A Y  H A V E  T O  P I V O T  O N  A  M O M E N T ’ S  N O T I C E .

 If you lost your job and had to pivot like Mike did, who would you “talk it out” with? 
Would these people be able to help you determine if your new direction is consistent with your “why”? 

If not, who else in your life might be better to talk to?
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