
Critical thinking questions

V O N  M I L L E R

by

Use the following critical thinking questions to help foster an open, student-led 
discussion on the theme(s) discussed in this episode of The Harbor.
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1 .
V O N  S A Y S  H E  L O V E D  B E I N G  I N  H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  D E S C R I B E D  H I S  H I G H  S C H O O L 

E X P E R I E N C E  A S  B E I N G  F O C U S E D  O N  F O O T B A L L ,  F R I E N D S ,  A N D  G E T T I N G  G O O D  G R A D E S .
If you were asked 10 years from now to describe your high school experience, what would you say?

2 .  V O N  S A Y S  H E  W A N T E D  T O  “ F I T  I N ”  W H E N  H E  W A S  Y O U N G E R ,  B U T

T H E N  F O U N D  T H A T  B E I N G  T R U E  T O  H I M S E L F  W A S  M O R E  I M P O R T A N T.
Which path have you found to be more important in your life? Do you think being true to yourself 

comes from one big conscious decision or could it be lots of small decisions that add together over time?

3 .  V O N  S A Y S  T H A T,  “ W H E N E V E R  Y O U  A R E  Y O U R S E L F  T O  T H E

F U L L E S T,  Y O U ’ L L  B E  U N I Q U E  ‘ C A U S E  T H E R E ’ S  O N L Y  O N E  Y O U . ”
What does he mean when he says, “Whenever you are yourself to the fullest, . . . ”? 

What do you think that looks like? When have you found that you are yourself to the fullest?

4 .  V O N  T R I E D  A  N U M B E R  O F  D I F F E R E N T  P O S I T I O N S  A N D  S P O R T S  I N  H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  S A I D  T H A T,

“ [ H E ]  W A S  R E A L L Y  J U S T  T R Y I N G  T O  F I N D  W H A T  I T  W A S  T H A T  W A S  G O I N G  T O  T A K E  [ H I M ]  T O  T H E  N E X T  L E V E L . ”
How do you think he decided which sport to stick with? If you’re deciding which 

sports or activities to keep doing, what factors should you consider in your decision?

5 .  R E I T E R A T I N G  A D V I C E  F R O M  H I S  F A T H E R ,  V O N  S A Y S  T H A T  “  .  .  .  Y O U  R E A L L Y  C A N ’ T  H I D E  T A L E N T. ”
What do you think he means by this? What are the benefits and disadvantages of 

not being able to hide things about yourself, especially positive characteristics?
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